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Fig. 1

Sketch map of extensional in Qinghai-Tibet plateau and the location

of the studied area (based on Zhang et al, 2002)
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A Summary of Researches on Southern Tibet Rift System

Caibayangzeng'*>, ZHAO Junmeng'~
(1. Institute of Tibetan Plateau Research, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, China)
(2. University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China)

Abstract

There developed series of giant structures with south-north direction in southern Tibet. The geological schol-
ars usually call them “Southern Tibet Rift System” . At present, the development of the southern rift system has
been studied, but its formation mechanism and the relationship between deep structure and shallow one have still
a lot of controversy. Through summarizing the predecessors’ geology, geochemistry and geophysics characteris-
tics of the southern Tibet rift system and their relationship with the Nepal earthquake, we discussed the formation
mechanism of this rift system, and thought that the formation of the southern Tibet rift system and the typical
significance of the continental rift may be different.

Keywords: Southern Tibet Rift System; deep tectonic; formation mechanism; Nepal earthquake



